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CSULB 
students 
compete with 
imagination 


Three students are 
finalists in a Disney 
competition. 


By Hi~uary PHAN 
Contributing Writer 


For three Cal State Long Beach se- 
nior graphic design students, the hap- 
piest place on Earth just got a little 
happier. 

Allie Wong, Anthony Martinez 
and Amanda Madden were chosen 
as finalists in the 22nd Disney Imagi- 
neering ImagiNations competition 
for their project “Disney’s Holmby 
Martin Railway.” 

This year’s challenge asked con- 
testants to choose one city that Dis- ° 
ney has not touched and design an 
entertainment or recreational expe- 
rience for its citizens and tourists 
with a compelling story and a Disney 
touch. 

The group’s design is a train ride 
from Chicago to California, showing 
Walt Disney’s journey to success as 
well as reflecting his fascination of 
trains. 

Each stop represents a chapter in 
Disney’s life, and the rooms on the 
train have a special Disney influence, 
complete with character dining with 
Mickey, Minnie, Oswald and friends. 
Wong said the train’s modern feel 
would include interactive touch 
screen windows in each car. 

Going into the competition, Wong, 
Martinez and Madden said their ex- 
pectations weren’t set too high. 

“T didn’t think much of it,’ Wong 
said. “I just thought it'd be cool to 
have in a portfolio.” 

According to the ImagiNations 
website, finalists will be given a five- 
day all-expense paid trip to Imagi- 
neering’s headquarters in Glendale, 
Calif. from Jan. 28 to Feb. 1. 

Once there, finalists will be able 
to present their projects to a panel 
of Walt Disney Imagineering judges 
and.will also have the opportunity to 
network with technical and creative 
Imagineers, something Wong said 
she is looking forward to. ; 

“It’s going to be a great time to 
meet everyone,” Martinez said. 

Wong, Martinez and Madden 
are all familiar with Disney be- 
cause they already work for the 


See Disney, Page 3 


‘JAN22‘FEB2 


www. Daily49er.com 


A Frep Leone | Daity 49eR 


Sophomore biology major Nicolaus Coleman shows symptoms of the seasonal flu. 


LUE 


Student Health Services will 
hold a flu shot clinic Thursday. 


By Rasrya Hussain 


Assistant News Editor 


al State Long Beach senior health science major 

Ana Gutierrez looks forward to the holiday sea- 

son every year. It’s a time to make some extra 

money by working the extended holiday hours 
and a time to receive lots of gifts. 

This year, however, Gutierrez received a gift she 
wasn’t expecting. It started with a headache and then 
morphed into a sore throat and sniffles. Gutierrez’s gift 
was the flu. 

“T was in bed for two days straight,” Gutierrez said. 


See Fiu, Page 3 
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Timothy P. White, left, and 
Robert Linscheid, right. 


BOT caps 
units for 
bachelor’s 
degrees 


Most degrees cannot 
exceed 120 units. 


By RyAu CooLey 
City Editor 


Unit caps are not mysterious to 
students within the Cal State Uni- 
versity system, but now one lingers 
over their degrees. 

A change made by the Cal State 
University Board of Trustees yester- 
day places a unit limit on bachelor’s 
degrees in the CSU. The BOT voted 
yesterday to pass changes to Title 5 
of the California Code of Regula- 
tions, requiring that most undergrad- 
uate degrees within the 23-campus 
system require 120 units or less. 

Exceptions to the policy include 
degrees pursuant to Title 5 of the 
state’s Code of Regulations or if the 
CSU chancellor makes an exception 
for a degree. 

Title 5 currently allows exceptions 
for degrees in architecture, music, 
fine arts and landscape architecture. 

Trustee Bernadette Cheyne was 
the only member of the committee on 
education policy who voted against 
the proposed changes to Title 5 when 
the issue was discussed in committee. 

Before the entire Board put it to 
vote, Cheyne proposed an amend- 
ment to the proposal that would 
require the chancellor to meet with 
faculty and program directors before 
deciding if a degree could be more 
than 120 units, and the amendment 
was approved. 

White said that he has enormous 
respect for faculty and shared gov- 
ernance. 


See DEGREE, Page 2 
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Students hash it out in national competition 


CSULB’s moot court 
team placed second 
in the nation. 


By DANIELLE CARSON 


Assistant Diversions Editor 


Senior political science major 
Ryan Chapman spent more than eight 
months preparing for the 2013 Ameri- 
can Collegiate Moot Court Association 
national championships but still found 
himself shaking as he stepped up on 
stage. 

“T am always very nervous no mat- 
ter how many times I’ve competed,” 
Chapman said. “But when you stand 
at the podium, everything comes into 
focus.” 

CSULB took three two-person teams 
and one “hybrid” team to the American 
Collegiate Moot Court Association 
national championships in Virginia on 
Friday and Saturday. 

Overall, the CSULB moot court 
team finished within the top ten out of 
80 schools in multiple contests. 

Moot court is the simulation of ap- 
pellate argument, in which two-per- 
son teams compete in front of a panel 
of judges as they argue a mock legal 
case. Competitors from more than 80 
schools across the nation were judged 
on their demeanor, technique and the 
fluidity of their arguments. 

CSULB’s team consisted of senior 
political science major Yasmin Man- 


Os | Register at 


RossU.edu 
or scan the 
iO} . QR code. 


HYATT REGENCY 

CENTURY PLAZA 

LOS ANGELES 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 26, 2013 « 2 PM 


Speak with alumni and our 
admissions staff. Bring 
your family and friends 
who are helping you make 
this important decision; 
refreshments will 

be provided. 


Ryan Chapman 


ners and Chapman, who together took 
home the title of second best in the na- 
tion for the national brief writing con- 
test for written advocacy. 

The team also placed ninth and 10th 
in the nation for the National Orator 
competition. 

CSULB competed in three catego- 
ries during the tournament: individual 
advocacy, team advocacy and written 
advocacy. 

In addition to gaining multiple 
acknowledgements, students from 
CSULB won eight individual orator 
awards for the season and maintained 
their place as one of the top 15 teams 
for the third consecutive year. 

“The caliber of the teams that are 
competing gets better every year, and I 
was nervous, but I just wanted to make 
Dr. Ringel proud,” Manners, who was 


comforted by his assistant coach while 
giving his debate, said. ; 

Both Chapman and Manners have 
been mooters for two years, and each 
have competed in two national champi- 
onship competitions. 

Manners said that she and her team- 
mate, Chapman, were flabbergasted 
when they heard their names during the 
awards banquet. 

“Last year, we weren’t even an hon- 
orable mention,” Manners said. 

With past competition results as 
evidence, the moot court team has 
been steadily improving over the past 
seven years since political science 
professor Lewis Ringel became the 
coach. 

For the past six years, CSULB has 
advanced to the elimination rounds at 
nationals, and CSULB has had three 
teams in the top 30 for the second year 
in a row, Ringel said. 

Ringel said he was proud of his team 
for defeating the many other “well- 
coached, very experienced teams” that 
competed in nationals in Virginia this 
year. 

Manners said that the CSULB moot- 
ers had been preparing for the 2013 na- 
tional moot court championships since 
May. The team begins by reviewing 
court cases to familiarize themselves 
with abstract concepts and then by sim- 
ulating debates, according to Manners 
and Chapman. 

By January, each competitor has 
their arguments memorized, a tactic 
that CSULB mooters flaunt as-their 
personal style, according to Man- 
ners. 


According to Chapman, repetition 


is key; he said the team would come to - 


campus repeatedly in their dress suits, 
studying facts as well as court cases 
and fortifying their knowledge. 

“IT think Ringel has a really good 
style, having us do it without notes,” 
Manners said. “It sets us apart from 
other teams ... The whole point of ap- 
pellate advocacy is to have a sort of 
conversation with the judges.” 

Ringel said that he equates his 
coaching technique to a basketball 
coach. 

“We try to teach them a certain style 
that we emphasize and show to the 
judges,” he said. 

Ringel said he has worked closely 
with appellate justices and attorneys to 
develop the style that he says the moot- 
ers have absorbed successfully. 

The goal of this specific coaching 
technique is intended to prepare them 
for the competition in law school, Rin- 
gel said. : 

According to Ringel, many mooters 
who have graduated from CSULB and 
moved onto law school are top com- 
petitors in their respective competi- 
tions. 

Ringel said he attributes much of the 
teams’ success to the three assistant 
coaches, who he says paid their own 
fares to Virginia to support the moot- 
ers. 

“They are dedicated people who put 
a lot of time in,” Ringel said. 

Although the students said that 
they admire Ringel .as a brilliant 


coach, he said the glory should be- 


long to them. 
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Continued from Page 1 


“Nothing about this measure di- 


_ minishes faculty’s role in establish- 


ing curriculum,” White said. 

According to Christine Mal- 
lon, assistant vice chancellor for 
the CSU, 18 percent of all CSU 
programs require more than 120 
units, and 20 percent of all CSU 
undergraduate students are en- 
rolled in these higher unit pro- 
grams. 

Mallon said reducing the unit 
requirement increases access and 
reduces student cost. 

“It is estimated that 5,000 to 
6,000 eligible applicants to the 
CSU have been denied this year 
because of the resources used 
on high unit programs,” Mallon 
said. 

According to Cal State Long 
Beach President F. King Alex- 
ander, Pell Grants have changed 
from covering students for 18 
semesters to 12, putting an ad- 
ditional financial burden on stu- 
dents with high-unit degree re- 
quirements who have to stay in 
school longer. 

“There’s a common sense vari- 
able in all this,’ Alexander said. 
“IT think our students are just as 
talented as any in America, so why 
should we insist on our students 
staying in school longer when their 
peers are getting out faster and into 
the job force?” 

Alexander said 500 to 600 ad- 
ditional students could be accepted 
to CSULB if degree requirements 
were reduced to 120 units. 
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“T was aching all over. The only time 
I got out of bed was to eat and drink, 
and then it was back to sleep.” 

According to the Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC), this 
year’s flu season is off to an early start. 

“The timing of the flu is very un- 
predictable and can vary from season 
to season. Flu activity most common- 
ly peaks in the United States in Janu- 
ary or February,” according to the CDC 
website. “[However, by the second 
week of January,] the flu activity was 
high across most of the United States.” 

So far, the CDC has reported al- 
most 30,000 cases of the flu nation- 
wide from Sept. 30, through the sec- 
ond week of January. 

“Tt is not possible to predict when the 
season will peak or how severe [this] sea- 
son will be, but based on past experience, 
it’s likely that flu activity: will continue for 
some time,” the CDC website said. 

Since the start of this year’s flu sea- 
son, the CDC has been urging people 
to get the flu vaccination, citing it as 
the best way to avoid the flu. 

However, many people, such as 
junior international studies major Am- 
bar Rivera, remain apprehensive. 

“Fach time I get the flu shot, I get 
sick; and when I don’t get the flu shot, I 
don’t get sick,” Rivera said. “Last year, 
I finally got annoyed because I got the 
flu shot, since I work in retail, and I 
didn’t want to get sick, but I ended up 
getting sick anyway and had to miss a 
lot of work. So I decided I’m not going 
to do it anymore.” 

Instead, Rivera said she tries to 


cenit 
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A flew shot clinic will be held at the Student Health Services on Thursday in the USU. 


keep herself healthy by practicing 
good hygiene, and so far this flu season 
it has worked. 

“Both my baby brother and sister 
were sick over the break, but I man- 
aged not to catch it,’ Rivera said. “I 
washed my hands constantly and used 
[sanitizers] all over the house.” 

However, Coordinator of the Health 
Resource Center Heidi Burkey said 
she highly encourages people to get 
the flu shot. 


“Some people think that the flu is 
not serious; however, for children, 
pregnant women, the elderly and 
people with chronic conditions ... get- 
ting the flu can have very severe out- 
comes,” Burkey said via email. 

Burkey also said there is a great 
deal of misinformation among people 
regarding the flu vaccine. 

“The flu shot cannot give you the 
flu,” she said. “The flu shot is not made 
with a live virus, thus it cannot give 


you the flu. It takes about two weeks 
for the vaccine to be fully effective. 
Thus you can still catch the flu during 
that time.” 

Since fall. 2012, Burkey said the 
Student Health Services has dispensed 
about 550 flu vaccinations and will be 
hosting a flu shot clinic from 1 to 5 p.m. 
on Thursday at the University Student 
Union Ballrooms. The flu shot will be 
available to Cal State Long Beach stu- 
dents, faculty and staff for $15. 
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Amanda Madden, left, Allie 
Wong, center, and Anthony 
Martinez, right. 
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company, an aspect of the team dy- 
namic that they think will give them an 
advantage. Martinez has worked as a 
cast member for more than seven years 
and has since dreamed of working as 
an Imagineer. 

After graduation, the group hopes to 
intern for Disney Imagineers. Martinez 
said he hopes to intern with his team. 

“T hope we all get to intern togeth- 
er,” Martinez said. 

Wong added, “We’d make a great 
team.” 

The top three teams will be awarded 
with cash prizes. The first place team 
will receive $3,000 with an additional 
$1,000 grant for the sponsoring univer- 
sities and organizations. 
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Te’o's supposed dupe is an example for all 


If the smackdown that the 
University of Alabama delivered to 
Notre Dame in this year’s BCS Na- 
tional Championship game didn’t 
crush Manti Te’o’s spirit, then 
his highly publicized fake online 
girlfriend has definitely added to 
his embarrassment. 

If you somehow missed the story 
about the Heisman Trophy finalist 
being fooled into thinking he was 
in a re- 
lation- 
ship 
with 
someone who doesn’t exist, you 
probably don’t watch ESPN. Or 
read this paper. 

Te’o, who led his team to the No. 
1 spot in the BCS rankings this 
past season, rode an emotional high 
following his grandmother’s and 
then presumedly “real” girlfriend’s 
deaths in the midst of the college 
football season. 

This story alone brought a lot 
of attention and sympathy to Te’o, 
but no one could have predicted 
what would transpire four months 
later. 

Te’o carried an online rela- 
tionship with Lennay Kekua for 
months, exchanging more than 
1,000 phone calls with a woman 
who wasn’t real. Te’o found out, 
hours after his grandmother’s 
passing on Sept. 12, that Kekua had 
died of cancer as well. 

He says he was unaware of the 
hoax pulled on him up until Dec. 
6, when he allegedly received a 
phone call from a woman with the 
voice he associated with Kekua 
when she was alive. 

Te’o apparently grew suspi- 
cious and privately set up an in- 
vestigation. Since news broke last 
week of the fake girlfriend, it has 
been a hot topic of conversation. 


Our VIEW 


Many people believe Te’o had set up the hoax in order to gain life, we never expect it to happen to us. This mentality gets sup- people can’t find love on the Internet; just keep it in the back of 

sympathy votes to win this year’s Heisman. Whether Te’o was posed victims like Te’o and people on the show “Catfish” in trouble. your mind that, instead of the hot guy or girl you think you’ve been 

in on the plan from the beginning, or if he just got “catfished,” So what should be done? Should we put more restrictions on chatting with online, you could in fact be falling for a fat, old, bald 

it goes to show that this could happen to anybody. We all need the Internet? Require everyone to be verified? Congress has man with a hairy back. - 

to be careful with not only what we post online but also what we __ been trying to regulate the Internet for years, but this is an ardu- Get the person you are talking to prove they are real. Have them 

believe to be true. ous task. Not to metion, most people don’t want restrictions on send you a picture with your name on it, or even better, actually 
Yes, we all know of the many different falsities and cyber crimes _ the Internet. meet them. The Internet is still the Wild West, and now even jocks 


that appear on the Internet each day. But, just like most things in The best thing to do is make logical decisions. We’re not saying have fake girlfriends. 


The ban on women in military combat roles was rightfully lifted 


_ Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta is lifting a Women have been acting members of our through the ranks in the military. Many leader- women to be given the opportunity to fight along- 

1994 ban that has restricted women from combat military, but they have never officially taken on ship roles require the individual to spend time side men for our country. 

roles in the military. the titles of combat roles. in combat. Since women were technically not _ There is no exact timetable for when women 
The 1994 rule by the Pentagon restricted Many women have fought and lost their lives enlisted in these roles, even though they were out _ will finally be on the front lines. Hopefully 

women from having jobs in artillery, armor and on the front lines in Af- into combat situations, they Congress will not combat the lifting of the ban on 

infantry, but now women will be able to take on ghanistan and Iraq; however, never had a chance of being women in combat roles. 

these combat jobs. they have never been fully CHASEN DOERR promoted within the military. An American is an American, no matter their 
It is about time that women have the opportu- recognized because they were : Well, women finally have ~ gender or sexual orientation, arid should be given 

nity to be on the front lines with men. restricted from having combat it sso that chance, and their coura- the chance to fight for their country if they choose 
Restricting women from doing so has shown jobs. “~~ “geous efforts they’ve put forward for our country —_ to do so. é : 

a blatant lack of equality within our military for By restricting women from having combat ~~ _ will finally be rewarded. Chasen Doerr is a senior journalism major 

years. roles, it denied them many opportunities to rise” It is insane that it has taken until 2013 for and the opinions editor for the Daily 49er. 
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The new Xbox game 
features a crazy cast of 
characters. 


By Matt Gripp! 


Diversions Editor 


Before next-generation 3D graphics 
and epic cinematic first-person game- 
play, game developers had to make 
do with what they had. Back in those 
days, two-dimensional side-scrolling 
platform-based jumping games like Su- 
per Mario Brothers provided the action, 
while point-and-click adventure games 
forced you to use your brain. The new 
game “The Cave” combines. those old- 
school genres and proves that there is 
still a place for 2D in a primarily 3D 
game landscape. 

On a surface level, the game is a 
puzzle-platformer where the player 
controls three separate characters and 
navigates them through the titular 
cave. However, it is not that simple. 
The three playable protagonists are 
chosen from a group of seven very 
unique characters: a knight, a scientist, 
a hillbilly, a time-traveler, a pair of un- 
dead twins (played as one character), a 
monk and an adventurer. Each of these 
characters has its own backstories, 
powers and abilities. Once you choose 
the three characters you want to enter 
the cave, those are your characters for 
the entire game. 

Certain areas of the game can only 
be accessed if you possess control of a 


DIVERSIONS 


The time-traveler character is one of seven playable characters who explore 


certain character. For example, if you 
did not bring the knight with you, you 
will not be able to enter the castle and 
save the princess. This makes the game 
highly replayable, as each combina- 
tion of characters chosen will alter the 
gameplay significantly. 

The story of the game is that each of 
these characters has visited the cave in 
search of something that they are look- 
ing for in life. The cave is magical and 
its interior changes based on the de- 
sires of the people who enter it. As you 
progress through the game you unlock 


pieces of the backstory to each of your’ 


chosen spelunkers, which help you to 


ATTEND OUR INFORMATION SEMINAR 
Saturday, January 26, 2013 * 10 am 

Hyatt Regency Century Plaza, Los Angeles 

To register, visit RossU.edu or scan this QR code 


www.Daily49er.com 


piece together their reasons for entering 
the cave in the first place. Every step of 
your adventure is narrated by the om- 
nipotent voice of “The Cave,” who is 
sure to remind you of the dangers that 
lie ahead. 

Although the gameplay involves 
some jumping from platform to plat- 
form, the majority of the difficulty 
lies in the solving of puzzles. Cer- 
tain themed rooms are based entirely 
around one character, but many of the 
puzzles require you to switch between 
your three characters and make them 
work together to move on. One char- 
actér may have to hold down a lever 
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THECAVEGAME.COM 
“The Cave.” 


while another presses a button so the 
third character can escape through a 
gate. As the game goes on, you begin 
to learn how to manipulate the three 
characters and play to their strengths 
and weaknesses as you delegate them 
to perform certain tasks. 

Indie games are quickly becom- 
ing even more innovative and creative 
than even the most hyped full-price re- 
leases. “The Cave” is fun, challenging 
and beautiful to look at, and its unique 
character-based gameplay will have 
you playing it over and over again. 

“The Cave” is available on Xbox Live, 
Playstation, Steam and WiiU for $14.99. 
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Drawing and Painting 


Group Art Show 

Student Art Galleries 

12-5p.m. 

CSULB’s art students are 
embracing the first week of the 
semester with a group art show, 
featuring works from students 
who emphasize in drawing and 
painting. Admission is free. 


Noontime concert 
12-1p.m. 

USU South Plaza 

Enjoy some on campus music 
with your lunch with music 
from radio station JACK FM 
93.1. This event is free and open 
to the public. 


Bowling lessons 

3-5p.m. 

USU Games Center 

Beginner and experienced 
bowlers.can sharpen their skills 
on campus. 


Clint Black 

8 p.m. 

Carpenter Performing Arts 
Center 

Country music singer-songwrit- 
er Clint Black will perform some 
of his recorded songs at the 
Carpenter Center. Tickets are 
$40 to $60. For more informa- 
tion call (562) 985-7000. 
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VET MEDICINE 


Join us now in our AVMA-accredited and 
acclaimed veterinary program. Succeed with 
our innovative and student-focused approach, 
in first-rate modern facilities, incorporating 
professional and clinical skills training crafted 
to produce a sought-after, practice-ready 
graduate for North America and beyond. 


ROSS MAKES YOU READY 


UNIVE 


Ca; ROSS UNIVERSITY 


—/ SCHOOL OF VETERINARY MEDICINE 


The AVMA COE has granted full accreditation to RUSVM’s Doctor of 

Veterinary Medicine degree program, AVMA Council on Education | www.avma.org. 

For comprehensive consumer information, visit www.RossU.edu/vet-student-consumer-info. 
©2013 Global Education International. All rights reserved. 
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Long Beach State to be tested by strong Anteater defense 


The 49ers will host UC 
Irvine and its second- 
best conference 
scoring defense. 


By DANIEL VAN HOOSIER 
Staff Writer 


With a five-game win streak on the 
line, the Long Beach State men’s bas- 
ketball team will host one of its toughest 
conference foes when UC Irvine visits 
the Walter Pyramid on Saturday evening. 

The ‘Niners (10-8, 6-1 Big West Con- 
ference) have won 20 consecutive home 
games against Big West opponents dat- 
ing back to 2010, but head coach Dan 
Monson said Irvine (10-10, 4-3 Big West) 
will be very difficult to beat if the team 
does not put together a complete effort. 

“I think right now [Irvine] is the 
best team in the league,” Monson said. 
“They play the best together. They’re 
the best defensive team unquestioned 
and offensively they’ve been together 


ANDREW TURNER 
Staff Writer 


ennis is a game steeped in 
tradition and a rich history. 
The game’s respectability 
has always been derived 
from the consistent expectation of 
gentlemanly conduct and fair play. 
Some of the more technological 
aspects of the game are reaching new 
heights. The racquet technology has 
advanced beyond the graphite model. 
Balls explode off the strings in ways 
unimaginable when the game began 
with the use of wooden racquets. 
The fitness of the players is un- 


the longest, and they play like that.” 

James Ennis, who is tied for fifth in the 
Big West averaging 17 points a night, said 
energy, especially on the defensive end, 
will be the key against the Anteaters. 

“It’s going to take every morning, to 
come here at seven o’clock ready to de- 
fend,” he said. “We just have to buy in 
defensively to get a win on Saturday.” 

Ennis also ranks eighth in the con- 
ference with 7.2 rebounds per contest. 

Irvine is led by senior Damon Star- 
ring, whose 14.1 points per game are 
good for 11th in the conference. 

The Anteaters also feature one of 
the conference’s most energetic players 
in Michael Wilder, who averages 7.9 
points and 5.4 boards per game. 

The challenge Wilder brings is his 
ability to play virtually any position on 
the floor while out-hustling his compe- 
tition and playing tough defense. 

“T love Mike Wilder,” Monson said. 
“T loved him in high school, not just as 
a basketball player but as a person. He’s 
the kind of kid you want to coach. Ev- 
ery time we play him, he always plays 
harder than anybody else out there... 
You’re not going to play harder than 


precedented as well. All players with 
aspirations of playing at the highest 
levels have remarkable flexibility 
and dexterity, allowing them to slide 
around the court and cover tons of 
ground from point to point. 

As we praise the advances of tennis 
and crown the faces of the game, one 
must realize the absence of one of the 
game’s dying breeds. 

Doubles has been swept under the 
rug, as it doesn’t receive nearly the 
same amount of media attention or 
competitive value as singles. 

I cannot remember the last time I 
saw a doubles final, even in a grand 
slam, on a station other than Tennis 
Channel. The only time you see dou- 
bles on T'V is when Venus and Serena 


Long Beach State 


VS. 
UC Irvine 


SATURDAY AT THE WALTER PYRAMID 


4DERS ANTEATERS 
69.9 PPG 70.6 
431 FG% 440 
35.4 RPG 40.6 
TZ5 APG 17 A 


him, but somebody has to play as hard.” 

Tip-off is set for 4:05 p.m. as the 
two squads continue the Black and 
Blue Rivalry. 


COMMENTARY 


Williams are playing together. 

All I hear is, “Will Djokovic win 
his third straight Australian Open?” 
Before that, it was, “Will Federer sur- 
pass Pete Sampras for most weeks at 
No. 1?” And before that, it was, “Will 
Andy Murray ever win a major?” 

Mind you, I’m not complaining. 
Murray is my favorite player, and I 
enjoy the battles between the game’s 
Elite Four as much as the next guy. It’s 
just that doubles is becoming a lost art. 

Level by level, players lose touch 
with one of the game’s most enduring 
traditions as they forge further into 
their careers. The gap between singles 
and doubles is growing as fast as 
Jimmy Johnson’s points lead at the end 
of the NASCAR Sprint Cup season. 


UC Irvine ATHLETICS 


Long Beach native Michael. Wilder (23) poses a challenge to 
the 49ers with his versatility and effort. 


In high school, 18 sets are divided 
evenly between the singles and doubles. 
It’s a downward spiral from there. 

Junior college tennis allocates just 
three of nine matches to doubles. If 
you think that’s a misappropriation 
of wealth, the four-year way of doing 
things may appall you. 

NCAA Division I tennis matches 
are decided in a best-of-seven format. 
That seems fair until you realize that 
three doubles matches account for just 
one of the seven points. 

As much as I believe doubles is being 
de-emphasized, LBSU coach Jenny Hilt- 
Costello disagrees, saying the format 
does not change her stance on recruiting. 

“We're looking for kids with doubles 
skills that can play singles,” she said. 


Doubles fading away from collegiate and professional levels of tennis 


“We want players controlling the match 
and finishing points inside the baseline.” - 

The 49ers’ coach went on to say that 
doubles is important because every 
match counts. 

“When I was in college, we played 
singles first,” Hilt-Costello said. “If 
you swept singles, the doubles were 
just for practice.” 

After playing two seasons of tennis 
at Cerritos College, I can relate to the 
coach’s sentiments. We often played an 
eight-game pro set in lieu of a best-of- 
three match when the match had been 
decided in singles. 

Regardless, the glory resides in being 
a singles player. The further players go in 
their careers, singles remains on top with 
doubles slinking softly into anonymity. 
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Graduate on time from your 
own school with our courses. 
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